Despite maximum supportive measures and chemotherapy with doxorubicin and cyclophosphamide, she died on the fourth hospital day. Autopsy was denied.
Despite maximum supportive measures and chemotherapy with doxorubicin and cyclophosphamide, she died on the fourth hospital day. Autopsy was denied.
Subacute cor pulmonale is a distinct disease entity but is often misdiagnosed. Although the diagnosis in our patient was supported on the basis of both Swan-Ganz catheterization and pathological lymph node findings, it was confirmed after pulmonary microvascular cytology examination.
The diagnosis of lymphangitic spread of carcinoma in the lungs is sometimes difficult. In a recent study,3 malignant cells were found on pulmonary microvascular cytology samples in seven of eight patients studied in whom lung biopsy or autopsy demonstrated that lymphangitic carcinomatosis was the primary cause of their respiratory distress. In 17 patients with active cancer but who had no evidence of pulmonary metastasis, in all of these patients except one, pulmonary microvascular cytology showed megakaryocytes and no other abnormalities.
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